Three R’s, Ruin, Redemption, & Regeneration 


“|. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except aman be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” ...““Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 
(John 3:3,7) 

UIN BY THE FALL—Adam was our federal head. He was made in the 

image of God, upright, pure, and holy. He was “free to stand, and free to 
fall.” Temptation assailed him and he fell. By his fall the race were plunged into 
a state of misery. “By the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation.” This ruin is complete and universal “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh.” We are “born in sin and shapen in iniquity.” We are all tainted 
with sin and go astray from the birth. We call bitter sweet and sweet bitter. 
“There is none righteous, no, not one.” “All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” Hence, all nations and classes are by nature “children of wrath.” 
The whole world has become guilty before God. Such is our fearful state by 
nature and by practice. O, that we might realise these solemn truths, feel the 
burden of our guilt, and cry, “Woe is me, for I have sinned!” We do not 
appreciate the remedy provided unless we feel ourselves undone. We do not 
“prize the unsearchable riches of Christ” until we feel our poverty; and we do 
not seek the “great salvation” until we know that we are perfectly helpless and 
utterly lost. As hunger makes us cry for bread, as sickness makes us seek the 
physicians aid, so a deep and thorough realization of our lost estate leads us to 
trust the only Saviour, and to say:— 

“A guilty, weak, helpless worm, 
On thy kind arms I fall; 
Be Thou my Strength and Righteousness 
My Jesus and my All” 

EDEMPTION BY JESUS CHRIST—He redeems by price. Redemption— 

what a theme! Fit for angels’ harps or Gabriel’s tongue. Tis the song of 
every ransomed spirit before the throne. Tis the chorus of the glorified. Listen to 
their words:— “Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.’ —“Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing” (Revelation 5:9,12). Saints in heaven and 
saints on earth alike can say, “He is worthy.” 

“Worthy the Lamb that died, they cry, 
To be exalted thus: 
Worthy the Lamb, our lips reply, 
For He was slain for us.” 

EGENERATION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT—This is a work entirely beyond 

all human power. Forms and ceremonies cannot accomplish it. True are 
the poet’s words—: 

“No outward forms can make me clean; 
The leprosy lies deep within.” 

...Reader, how is it with thee? David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, God; 
and renew a right spirit within me.’’ Have you done so? Has your heart been 
changed? There is no true joy without it. There is no peace in death without it. 
There is no admittance into heaven without it. “Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the Kingdom of God.” Remember this: —UNLESS YOU HAVE A NEW 
HEART ON EARTH YOU CANNOT SING THE NEW SONG IN HEAVEN. — J.C. 
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[Beloved], ...Christ is the cause or author of...salvation, by His obedience 
and sufferings; by obeying the precept, and bearing the penalty of the law; by 
the price of His blood, and by the power of His arm; by His death and by His 
life; by His sacrifice on the cross, and by His intercession in heaven; by 
bestowing grace here, and glory hereafter. ...Salvation is done and. ..Christ is 
the sole author of it, and...all the glory of it should be given to Him; and 
those to whom He is the author of salvation, are such as hearken to the voice 
of His Gospel, and obey Him in His ordinances. Christ is not the author of 
salvation to all men; all men do not obey Him; all those whom Christ saves, 
He brings them to an obedience to Himself; for His obedience for them does 
not exempt them from obedience to Him, though their obedience is no cause 
of their salvation; Christ Himself is the alone author of that. [AMEN!]—JG 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Brian Jennings, July 18th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 
The Perfection Of Christ’s Obedience 


“| ..He became the author of eternal salvation...” (Hebrews 5:9) 


EADER, ...after all is said and done, there is no getting to heaven without good 

works; only let the apologists for human merit bear in mind that we do not 
mean creature doings or man’ good works, for all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; but we refer to the perfect, voluntary, and substitutionary good works of the dear 
God-man, whose whole life was one unbroken transcript of the divine law, who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; holy, harmless, and undefiled—separate 
from sinners. What a world of instruction there is in that Scripture, “He hath made 
Him to be sin for us who knew no sin!” (2 Corinthians 5:21). He did not make Himself 
sin by committing it; but God made Him to be sin by imputation; for all the sin of all 
the elect, in all ages of the world, whether past, present, or future, were transferred to 
Him, and laid to His account; “The Lord made to meet on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
So that all the sufferings He endured in His person, from Bethlehem, to Gethsemane, 
and from thence to Calvary, was the work of obedience to the holy law, which sinners 
had broken; thus, He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. And to 
prove the perfection of that work, you have, first, to bear in mind the unsullied purity of 
His human nature; and then, secondly, to remember what the Holy Ghost declares 
conceming Him, that “He hath gone to the end of the law for righteousness: He hath 
magnified it, and made it honourable;” [Romans 10:4, Isaiah 42:21] having satisfied all 
its rigorous, though just demands, fully vindicated the honors of a holy God, and paid 
down to Divine Justice the full amount of His righteous claims. “Who, then, shall lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect? God, that justifieth? Nay, [the Father] is too just 
to do that, having received full payment from the bleeding Surety’s hand [His well 
pleasing Son], He will never turn round and demand it again from ours. 
The world may bring their charges; Satan, the old accuser of the brethren, may 
bring his; and unbelief may cause the poor, tried Christian to write many bitter 
things against himself; but, saith the Lord, “It shall come to pass, that the sins of 
Israel shall be sought for but they shall not be found;” [Jeremiah 50:20] “there 
is, therefore, now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.” [Roman 
8:1] One of the last expressions the dear Redeemer uttered when expiring on the 
cross was, “IT IS FINISHED!” that is, the work of suffering, the [purpose] of 
redemption, and man’s salvation, were now fully perfected in Him, and by Him 
alone; and that for ever! 
Poor, erring mortals, who rate their works very high, and the work of Christ equally 
low, would have us speak but sparingly of His finished work; at all events, not sound 
it out too loud; but just whisper it now and then, for fear it should have a bad 
tendency, and make men careless of good works! while, at the same time, we have 
the example of Christ Himself, who cried out with a loud voice, “It is finished!” 
(John 19:30). All the inhabitants of the heavenly land heard it with rapture, and 
remember it still. All the population of hell’s dark caverns heard it with horror, and 
have never forgotten it. And shall those of us upon this earth, who are everlasting 
debtors to His grace, forget to honour Him, or suppress a single note in praise of His 
victories and [never-ending] fame? God forbid! for tf we should hold our peace, the 
very stones would immediately cry out. [AMEN!]— CS. 


